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California State University 
students can expect to 
pay the same amount in 
tuition costs if Gov. Gavin 
Newsom’s outlined 
budget proposal for 
2019-20 is passed by the 
California Legislature.
“I will not bring forward 
any request for the Trustees 
to consider a tuition increase,” 
said CSU Chancellor 
Timothy P. White at a Board 
of Trustees meeting on 
Jan. 22 after learning about 
the proposal. “You heard me 
right – tuition is off the table.” 
Newsom’s proposed 
budget would grant the 
CSU system $300 million 
in funding geared toward 
operational costs, a 2 percent 
enrollment growth and 
the Graduation Initiative 
2025, according to the 
Budget Summary. 
The Graduation Initiative 
2025 is the CSU’s plan 
to increase graduation 
rates while eliminating 
opportunity and achievement 
gaps, as defined on the 
CSU website. 
On average, San Jose State 
undergraduate students pay 
between $5,000 to more 
than $7,000 in tuition and 
registration fees per year, 
according to SJSU’s 2018-19 
Student Budget Report. 
The CSU tuition has not 
changed since it increased 
from $4,440 to $5,472 in 
2011, according to the official 
CSU website.
Political science and 
Chicano/a studies junior 
Erica Diaz-Rodriguez 
believes that while efforts 
were made in the past to 
support CSU funding, tuition 
is still too high.  
“Gov. Brown did give 
us more than what we had
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Cyberbullying on SAMMY app raises concerns
The Division I women’s 
softball team at San Jose State 
had its practice canceled 
Wednesday, two days after 
assistant coach Chase 
Turner was cleared of sexual 
misconduct, as reported by 
The Spear.
The team begins pre-
season games next week. 
Turner had been coaching 
at SJSU since 2010, and is the 
son of softball head coach 
Peter Turner.
Chase Turner was 
suspended last June after an 
anonymous letter was sent 
in March to SJSU athletics 
listing concerns of sexual 
misconduct, according 
to The Spear. SJSU’s 
Title IX representatives 
cleared him after an eight-
month investigation, as 
reported by The Spear.
The SJSU athletic 
department declined to 
comment, saying it does 
not comment on personnel 
matters and referred questions 
to SJSU’s human resources 
department. The university 
personnel department also 
declined to comment.
SJSU media relations 
specialist Robin McElhatton 
Softball team in pre-season turmoil
ILLUSTRATION BY MELODY DEL RIO
By Kunal Mehta
 STAFF WRITER
Social media was designed 
to be an application for 
connecting with friends and 
peers. But, a user who said he 
was being berated by another 
student on the SAMMY app 
described having to walk 
away from the platform 
because he felt he was 
being harassed.
He asked that his identity 
remain confidential and 
privacy be respected. 
The SAMMY app is San 
Jose State’s official mobile 
social media app. It was 
developed by tech developers 
at Ready Education and 
maintained by the SJSU 
Campus Life team.
Last year, the user shared 
a post on the SAMMY app 
regarding his opinion on 
the California wildfires. He 
said a student questioned his 
intelligence and left several 
insulting comments on 
the post.
The comments caused 
him so much distress that he 
deleted the post and the app 
all together.
“A few of my friends saw 
me getting talked down to 
by this guy on the app,” he 
said. “One of my close friends 
called me and told me not to 
pay attention to that guy.”
Cyberbullying, he said, 
is a problem many people 
do not take seriously. While 
many studies have looked at 
the issue among teenagers, 
there is little research for 
post-adolescents.
The student said that 
though he was initially 
hesitant to come forward, he 
hopes his story can spread 
awareness on the problem 
of cyberbullying.
“I want to be an advocate 
for ending cyberbullying,” he 
said. “I can’t stand the idea 
of someone having to 
go through the type of 
harassment I did.”
Sonja Daniels, SJSU 
associate vice president of 
Campus Life, said that her 
team reviews content 
posted on the app and flags 
it for removal by Ready 
Education if necessary. She 
added that students can 
also flag any content they 
find inappropriate.
The app contains different 
sections where students 
create their own posts, 
including “Buy & Sell,” “Lost 
+ Found” and “Ride Sharing.” 
Daniels also pointed out 
that students agree to the 
terms of use before posting 
on the app. 
The terms includes a 
prohibition on “restrict or 
inhibit any other user from 
using and enjoying the Site 
or App” and speech that 
is “threatening, abusive, 
hateful, offensive, or 
otherwise objectionable.”
Aerospace engineering 
senior Rod Ahmadi said he 
hadn’t seen any instances 
of cyberbullying on the 
SAMMY app, but knew it 
had been a problem. 
“It’s definitely a thing, and 
something should be done 
about it, but I don’t know 
how to regulate it,” Ahmadi 
said.
Ahmadi admitted that 
if bullied online, he would 
not bother reporting the 
incident. “I’m 24 and thick-
skinned – I don’t care what 
happens online,” he said.
Efforts to combat online 
harassment have reached 
a new level this year, with 
multiple states, such as 
California and Michigan, 
considering or passing anti-
cyberbullying legislation, 
with provisions for jail time. 
According to a 2017 study 
conducted by Florida Atlantic 
University, 34 percent of 
students in the United States 
have experienced some form 
of cyberbullying.
These efforts have been 
criticized by free speech 
advocates, including the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU). The ACLU 
has repeatedly challenged 
laws that clamp down on 
online speech, describing 
the term cyberbullying as “a 
loaded term to be avoided 
by anyone interested in 
engaging in an objective look 
at online speech.”
By Kunal Mehta
STAFF WRITER
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Studio art sophomore Elena Everett listens and watches a digital art piece named 
“Green Room” made by local Bay Area artist Ilana Crispi. The exhibit “Planned 
Obsolescence” is held in Natalie and James Thompson Art Gallery at the San Jose 
State Art Building from Jan. 29 through Feb. 22. 
Listening to the art California’s budget halts CSU tuition hikes
Follow Kunal on Twitter
@legoktm
By Jackie Contreras
SENIOR REPORTER
I will not bring 
forward any 
request for 
the Trustees to 
consider a tuition 
increase. 
Timothy P. White
CSU Chancellor
CHASE TURNER
PHOTO COURTESY OF 2013 SJSU GRAPHICS MEDIA GUIDEThe batting cage at SJSU south campus was empty Wednesday afternoon because softball practice was canceled.
DANIELS
University remains silent after assistant softball coach cleared of sexual misconduct allegations
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Professor preaches black power wisdom
By Javier Velez 
and Caleb Ramos
 STAFF WRITERS
CALEB RAMOS | SPARTAN DAILY
Professor Duane Michael Cheers illustrates his life and cultural experiences through the art of photojournalism.
With Black History 
month around the 
corner, San Jose State’s 
African-American studies 
department prepared 
to celebrate its 50-year 
anniversary with a 
guest speaker.
P h o t o j o u r n a l i s m 
professor Duane Michael 
Cheers spoke Wednesday 
night at the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Library about his 
career snapping photos. 
Before taking the 
podium, the chair of the 
African American studies 
department, Theodorea 
Berry gave the audience 
background information 
on how she met
 the photographer.
She explained that 
her love for magazines 
prompted her to come 
across Cheers’ work in 
Jet Magazine and Ebony 
Magazine before the two 
had formally met at SJSU. 
Cheers, after recently 
being released from 
the hospital because of 
illness, discussed the 
importance of African-
American history in the 
United States. 
He believed that 
the history is not 
broadcasted as widely 
through photojournalism.
The presentation 
began when he showed 
the audience a CBS 
Evening News segment 
about his book, “Songs of 
My People.”
“[Songs of My People] 
was a best-selling book”, 
said Cheers. “It is 27-years-
old and to this day people 
still want me to autograph 
the book.”  
Afterwards, he showed 
a powerpoint presentation 
that delved deeper into his 
life experiences.
“My life’s journey has 
been a series of non-
stop creative experiences 
that illustrate how visual 
storytelling can effectively 
be used as keys to unlock 
and engage new ways of 
seeing and thinking to 
preserve memory, ask new 
historical questions and 
probe Black consciousness, 
thought and identity,” 
Cheers wrote.
Approximately eleven 
people attended the event 
in the room on the second 
floor of the library.
Tiffany King, a 
sophomore and graphic 
design major, said Cheers 
brought self-awareness 
to her attention. She 
acknowledged professor 
Cheers’ sufficient self-
awareness and aspires to 
be more in touch 
with herself. 
“[Cheers] is definitely 
someone to look up to,” 
said King.
After his presentation, 
Cheers invited one of his 
former students, Danny 
McClain, to share his 
experiences on a trip to 
Cuba with the professor.
McClain, a native of 
Richmond, CA and a first 
generation college graduate 
with a degree in engineering, 
said, “Every one of us 
learn and communicate 
through stories.”
The stories McClain 
referred to was from his 
trip with Cheers.
Marketing sophomore 
Betty Lee described 
the event as “humbling 
and inspiring.”
Jamie Morgan, a business 
sophomore, expressed her 
disappointment with the 
small audience.
“It’s a shame that not 
many people came out,” 
Morgan said.
Cheers shared many 
stories from his trips to 
Cuba, Washington D.C. 
and Paris, just to name 
a few.
He had been visiting 
Paris for the last 40 
years because of the rich 
history of African descent 
in the city. The Harlem 
Hellfighters, an all-black 
military personnel, was 
influential to jazz music in 
Paris, according to Cheers. 
Students  have 
accompanied the professor 
on class trip to Cuba 
in 2016, Harlem and 
New York in 2017 and 
Montgomery, Alabama
 in 2018.
“My biggest motivation 
to travel was my parents, as 
they showed me not to take 
shortcuts and learn why 
things were why they were,” 
said Cheers.
asked for, but it wasn’t going 
to cover everything,” she said.
Diaz-Rodriguez is a 
member of Students for 
Quality Education, a 
statewide organization 
that advocates for free and 
accessible higher education 
for California students. 
Last spring, Students for 
Quality Education helped 
organize a protest at the 
state Capitol in Sacramento 
against possible tuition hikes, 
as reported by the Spartan 
Daily in April 2018. 
Newsom’s budget 
proposal broke down into 
$193 million for operational 
costs, $62 million toward the 
2 percent enrollment growth 
and $45 million to fund 
the Graduation Initiative 
2025, according to the 
Budget Summary. 
In addition to the $300 
million proposal, the 
governor is also proposing 
a one-time allocation of 
$262 million. The additional 
allocation totals Newsom’s 
budget proposal to 
$562 million.
Despite this, the CSU 
Board of Trustees released 
its own operating budget 
request, which includes 
adding an extra $30 million 
to Newsom’s proposed 
Graduation Initiative 
2025 funding.
Last fiscal year, the trustees 
requested more funds than 
were outlined in then-
Gov. Jerry Brown’s 2018-19 
budget proposal.
The state and university 
system eventually settled 
on a compromise that 
increased the final CSU 
budget by $105 million, 
according to CSU public 
affairs manager Elizabeth 
Chapin Hetherington.
“Between now and June 
when the final budget is 
released, CSU leaders, 
advocates, employees 
and alumni will still be 
advocating for CSU priorities 
in Sacramento,” she wrote in 
an email to the Spartan Daily.
Despite the efforts made 
to increase funding and halt 
a tuition increase, Diaz-
Rodriguez said students 
still find themselves 
struggling financially. 
“We’re still seeing 
student hunger and 
housing problems,” 
Diaz-Rodriguez said.
Newsom’s proposed 
budget also puts forth a 
$15 million one-time general 
fund for the CSU to support 
its Basic Needs Initiative. 
This initiative is intended 
to address student food 
insecurity and homelessness.
Newsom is expected 
to present an updated and 
revised budget plan in May, 
which would be adopted 
in June.
ADAM YOSHIKAWA | SPARTAN DAILY
Business marketing senior Madison Chang explains the benefi ts of her makeup club, 
MUA, to a fellow student who approached the table.
Makeup club graces campus
Eye shadows, eye liners, 
blush, lip gloss. Many college 
students who were hesitant 
to approach the MUA SJSU 
table on 7th Street Plaza 
showed doubt when they 
passed by, but some felt
at home.
MUA SJSU is a makeup 
club at San Jose State. 
Business marketing senior 
Madison Chang said the club 
teaches students not only 
proper makeup routines, 
but also how to keep their 
skin clean and improve
 their techniques.
Chang and business 
marketing senior Niki Chen 
co-founded the club in the 
spring 2018 semester.
“I feel more comfortable 
and confident with makeup,” 
Chen said. 
Chang started learning 
how to do makeup when she 
was a high school junior. 
“I learned how to do 
my own makeup through 
Youtube and watching others, 
so we made this club to 
teach others and better their 
techniques,” she said. 
Chang and Chen 
conducted a survey last 
semester at SJSU to find out 
how often students wash
their makeup brushes. They 
were surprised with the 
results being close to three 
months between cleanings.
According to Allure 
magazine, dermatologists 
suggest to clean makeup tools 
every week.
Business sophomore Kayli 
Wong signed up immediately 
when she heard about 
MUA SJSU. 
“I love makeup myself 
and wanted to share that 
interest with other members,” 
she said. 
22-year-old Dalena Vo is a 
freelance makeup artist who 
works at Sephora. She has 
been invited by the club to 
teach one of the workshops.
Being a self-taught artist 
since high school, Vo said 
makeup is “really to express 
creativity and individuality.” 
MUA SJSU will host 
makeup demonstrations in 
Student Union room 2A next 
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
By Adam Yoshikawa 
STAFF WRITER
Follow Adam on Instagram
@yoshi_kawa_
Follow Jackie on Twitter
@C96Jackie
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My biggest 
motivation to 
travel was my 
parents, as they 
showed me not to 
take short-cuts and 
learn why things 
were why they 
were.
Duane Michael Cheers
Photojournalism professor
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Stay nuetral, remain reputable
Victoria Franco
STAFF WRITER
Follow Victoria on Twitter
@ayeeevickyy
Th ere are ample ways 
to not make an ass of 
yourself and preserve 
your character by 
staying neutral. 
Th is past Sunday 
former news anchor, 
Tom Brokaw, attended 
a panel discussion on 
NBC’s “Meet the Press” 
where he repeatedly 
insulted Hispanics with 
a series of racist and 
derogatory remarks.
“Hispanics should 
make a greater eff ort 
to blend into Ameri-
can culture,” said Bro-
kaw when arguing that 
Hispanics don’t try 
hard enough to assim-
ilate into mainstream 
American culture. 
“Brown grandbabies 
are also part of the 
problem,” added Brokaw 
in the interview.
Brokaw continued 
his commentary and 
added that he has 
always tried to make it 
a point that Hispanics 
have never made a solid 
eff ort to blend into 
American culture nor 
have they educated their 
children to speak the 
English language.
As a former journalist, 
who was well known 
for his core reporting 
skills and ability to be 
politically correct when 
reporting, it should 
be common sense 
to understand that 
statements such as these 
are not appropriate.  
Brokaw is in gross 
violation of this 
journalistic integrity. 
Although it was 
stated that he was at 
an opinion interview, 
Brokaw should have 
demonstrated proper 
journalism ethics.   
 Th ese ethics would 
have reminded him that 
behind every sentence 
must be accurate facts to 
follow. 
Th e Hispanic popula-
tion in America works 
quite hard to ensure that 
their children learn En-
glish before attending 
public school and if their 
children aren’t able to 
learn the language, they 
are taught it in school. 
For instance, a student 
who is not profi cient in 
speaking English will be 
put into an ESL, English 
as a Second Language, 
class where they work 
twice as hard to learn 
English in order to keep 
up with the American 
school system.
Furthermore, Hispanic 
children shouldn’t be 
shamed into learning 
another language because 
speaking Spanish is 
nothing to apologize for.  
If anything, kids who 
grow up speaking both 
Spanish and English 
are the ones that benefi t 
from it by the time they 
enter high school. Th ey 
become bilingual which, 
frankly, is a skill set that 
will double the chances 
of success in their career. 
According to the web-
site,  bilingualkidspot.
com, “speaking a sec-
ond language can mean 
that you have a bet-
ter attention span and 
can multi-task better 
than monolinguals.”
Along with not fact 
checking his statements 
about Hispanic commu-
nities’ integration into 
American society, he also 
forgot to mention that 
according to Pew Cen-
ter and USA Today the 
“multi-ethnic U.S. baby 
is on the rise.”
Brokaw failed to stay 
neutral in his interview 
and went further to make 
the mistake of not being 
man enough to issue a 
formal apology immedi-
ately aft er making these 
heinous remarks. 
Instead he took it to 
Twitter to state, “I feel 
terrible a part of my 
comments on Hispanics 
off ended some members 
of that proud culture.”
As a person who 
works in the journalism 
industry, I believe it is 
always crucial to uphold 
your career values.
Brokaw’s remarks 
grossly violate the jour-
nalistic values that he’s 
familiarized himself 
with throughout his de-
cades-spanning career.
Apologizing for rac-
ist tirades on Twitter is 
not nearly enough and 
will not be appealing 
for your reputation and 
your legacy.
Has razor sharp ad gone too far?
Cindy Cuellar
STAFF WRITER
Jozy Prabhu
STAFF WRITER
Stay in your lane, GilletteGillette holds men 
accountable
Not all men are the 
same but enough men 
act the same for there to 
be a stigma against them. 
Th eir behavior is 
common enough for 
women to be scared of 
sexual harassment, rape 
and objectifi cation.      
 Women in today’s 
climate are now taught 
to carry weapons, to not 
walk alone at night and 
to adjust their behavior 
in order to survive 
in this systemically 
sexist society. 
It is not about being 
the bigger man, it is just 
about being a decent 
human being and going 
by the idea of “men 
holding other men 
accountable,” as former 
NFL players and actor 
Terry Crews once said 
during a senate hearing 
addressing sexual abuse. 
Th e Gillette razor 
company aired a 
commercial advocating 
for men to call 
out other men for 
instilling or practicing 
toxic masculinity. 
Th e commercial en-
courages men to re-
nounce misogyny and 
to set the example for 
future generations. 
Th e ad redefi nes what 
it means “to be a man.” 
Th e saying original-
ly taught young men 
to hide their emo-
tions and to show 
dominance through 
aggressive behavior. 
Women have been ob-
jectifi ed and depicted as 
one dimensional charac-
ters through every form 
of popular culture as well 
as in social media and 
the work environment.           
 Th e commercial com-
bats this by showing a 
man reaching to grab 
a woman’s bottom in a 
comedic manner, even 
though it is fl at out 
sexual harassment. 
It also shows a boss 
speaking for his female 
employee while grabbing 
her on the shoulder, 
as if she cannot speak 
for herself. 
Women began speak-
ing up through the “Me 
Too” movement and it 
fi nally got people’s at-
tention because a grow-
ing number of power-
ful men were scared of 
the accusations.   
Women should not be 
silenced for speaking out 
against the physical and 
mental abuse that will 
mark them for the rest of 
their lives. 
Male role models 
have a responsibility to 
set up a good example 
and to remind men that 
there is more to life than 
just being an asshole 
to prove their strength 
or masculinity. 
Gillette reminds male 
viewers not to let the dis-
respectful and inconsid-
erate actions of one man 
in a group corrupt the 
entire group as a hole. 
Th e ad encourag-
es men to speak out 
against their own friend’s 
sexist wrongdoings. 
Anti-bullying is also 
addressed in the Gillette 
commercial as kids are 
chasing and fi ghting one 
another. It addressed this 
by showing father fi gures 
breaking up fi ghts and 
standing against the an-
tiquated idea that “boys 
will be boys” –  an ex-
cuse used to condone 
bad behavior. 
Once men realize they 
have the capability to 
help oppressed groups, 
they can stand up against 
inequality and advocate 
for equality. 
Many people know 
that sexism in America is 
out of control. Th e #Me-
Too movement high-
lights this major issue.
Th e movement to-
wards promoting wom-
en’s rights and erasing 
toxic masculinity is 
something that should 
be praised.
But does it become 
a problem when busi-
nesses use feminist 
values for their own 
commercial success?
Gillette recently came 
out with an advertise-
ment called “We Believe: 
Th e Best Men Can Be.”
It starts with men 
looking at their refl ec-
tions in a mirror, which 
then cuts to school boys 
chasing a kid in order to 
attack him. 
But the video takes a 
turn, as diff erent men 
stand up and reverse the 
cycle in several ways, 
including building up 
women, breaking up 
fi ghts, and infl uencing 
the future.
While I commend the 
progressive agenda of 
this advertisement, there 
was one perspective I 
couldn’t help but ponder.
What if Gillette used 
this advertisement be-
cause it would promote 
controversy and not 
support the movement? 
What if in reality, Gillette 
only released this ad with 
the sole intention of in-
creasing sales?
Th at is what 
controversy does: 
it sparks a growing 
conversation about 
critical topics. When a 
commercial brand such 
as Gillette is involved, 
it also brings attention 
to that company and 
its products.
When corporations 
such as Procter & Gam-
ble or Pepsi “stir the pot” 
with a controversial or 
divisive advertisement, 
the brand sudden-
ly has their name out 
there in way it wasn’t 
before and their adver-
tising is bolstered by 
the conversation.
While it does benefi t 
society for companies 
such as Gillette to 
address and combat 
these issues where 
businesses are involved, 
it could end up just being 
a guise for purely making 
more money.
In fact, a tweet 
by skincare expert 
Caroline Hirons noted 
the hypocrisy of the 
Gillette advertising.
“If @Gillette really 
want to make a change,” 
said Hirons, “Perhaps 
they could start by 
looking at their pink 
‘Venus’ range for women 
that includes names like 
Passion and Embrace 
and costs more than the 
men’s ranges for the same 
thing. Th anks.”
Th erefore it’s better 
for companies to stay 
in their lane and not be 
political or controversial.
Otherwise it will 
create a trend for other 
companies to start 
picking a political side 
and staying with it.
In a time where Presi-
dent Trump reigns in an 
increasingly polarized 
America, critics of the ad 
such as Connor Veenstra 
of the conservative news 
site TownHall bring up 
the point: Where do we 
go to get away from it all? 
Is nothing sacred from 
the polarized debates?
Aft er seeing that 
Gillette commercial, it 
appears not. 
Follow Cindy on Twitter
@eredetii
Follow Jozy on Twitter
@PrabhuJoanna
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We are excited to announce that SJSU’s College 
of International and Extended Studies (CIES) has 
changed its name to 
We look forward to delivering the same quality 
services and support for our students, with a focus 
on meeting the educational and workforce needs of 
Silicon Valley and around the globe. 
Join us on the web or social media to learn more 
about our programs such as –
Academic Programs
International Gateways
International House
International Student Advising
Open University
Professional Development
Study Abroad & Away
Summer & Winter Session
Find us @  sjsu.edu/cpge
Trump mocks climate change
Courtney Vasquez
STAFF WRITER
Follow Courtney on Twitter
@courtney_megsss
Global warming is one 
of the most controversial 
issues in our country 
today, yet many still 
think it is a hoax. 
Global warming is an 
issue that needs more 
attention. It is very real 
and something needs 
to be done to stop it 
from worsening to 
catastrophic levels. 
Th e temperature in 
Chicago alone will drop 
to a record minus 27 
degrees Fahrenheit this 
week, according to the 
Chicago Tribune.
On Monday, President 
Donald Trump tweeted 
about this issue plaguing 
the Midwest, further 
expressing his denial 
of global warming in a 
mocking manner.
“In the beautiful Mid-
west, wind chill tempera-
tures are reaching minus 
60 degrees, the coldest 
ever recorded,” President 
Trump tweeted. “What 
the hell is going on with 
Global Wa[r]ming? 
Please come back fast, we 
need you!”
Th is defi nitely seemed 
like another ignorant 
tweet from President 
Trump, which I think 
many would agree with.
While it has been a 
rather brutal winter 
for the Midwest, 
with the polar vortex 
causing life-threatening 
temperatures, global 
warming still exists. 
“It’s too early to say 
whether this week’s Arc-
tic outbreak had any-
thing to do with climate 
change,” wrote USA To-
day’s editorial board on 
Wednesday. “But there’s 
emerging science that 
it can trigger extreme 
temperature shift s.” 
Th e article also 
discussed Americans’ 
altering views on climate 
change since President 
Trump tweeted about it. 
Even though our own 
president denies the ef-
fects of climate change, 
there are facts presented 
by the UN’s Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) that 
prove otherwise.
According to an 
article written by 
CNN’s Brandon Miller 
in October, the IPCC 
reported temperatures 
may increase above 
preindustrial levels by 
2030. Th is could cause 
catastrophic damage 
to the Earth, which is 
something everyone 
needs to realize. 
“Th e planet is already 
two-thirds of the way 
there, with global 
temperatures having 
warmed about one 
degree C,” Miller wrote. 
“Avoiding going even 
higher will require 
signifi cant action in the 
next few years.” 
So why are there 
still people who do not 
believe in this problem? 
President Trump is 
choosing to ignore the 
cold hard facts, causing 
frustration among 
liberals and those who 
want to fi x the global 
warming issue. 
Trump ignoring 
the IPCC’s report 
goes to show he does 
not like to be proven 
wrong, which has been 
evident throughout his 
presidency. 
Yet despite ignoring 
the facts, Trump stands 
by his beliefs.
Th e president has 
expressed his opinions 
on climate change in 
the past. According to 
another USA Today 
article written in 
November, Trump 
commented on the 1,600 
page National Climate 
Assessment. Th is 
assessment discussed 
the impacts Americans 
will experience if climate 
change is ignored. 
“I don’t be-
lieve it,” Trump said 
to reporters.
Th is short response is 
what we all expect from 
Trump, so this was not a 
shock to read. 
Global warming is 
defi nitely a real problem 
rooted in human inac-
tion and hubris.
Th e weather the 
Midwest is experiencing 
is probably a result of the 
changes in our climate, 
and this is something 
America needs to accept. 
White House should stand above racism
Alyson Chuyang
STAFF WRITER
Th e White House has 
been a symbol of free-
dom and democracy in 
a country that accepts 
and encourages diversity, 
but since the inaugura-
tion of President Donald 
Trump, these values have 
been slowly turning on 
their head. 
Early in January, a 
video circulated around 
the internet of students 
from Covington Cath-
olic High School mock-
ing Nathan Phillips as 
he peacefully recited a 
prayer of his tribe to the 
beat of drums. 
Phillips, an Omaha 
Nation elder, was trying 
to clear bad-mouthing 
between the students 
and a group of African 
American nationalists 
known as the Black 
Hebrew Israelites.  
Within the sea of 
“Make America Great 
Again” hats and scarves, 
Covington students were 
yelling ignorant slurs 
and phrases such as 
“build the wall” and “go 
back to Africa,” in order 
to intimidate and mock 
Phillips, he told reporters 
at CNN.
Reactions toward the 
video began pouring 
in as soon as it came 
out. Many people took 
off ense to the behavior 
and actions of the group, 
especially at Covington 
Catholic junior, Nick 
Sandmann, who stood in 
front of Phillips and did 
nothing to disperse his 
heated classmates. 
However, despite all 
the obvious backlash 
from the video, one group 
did show their support 
for the Covington 
students, and it was the 
White House.
White House press 
secretary Sarah Sanders 
voiced support for the 
Covington students on 
behalf of the Trump 
administration.   
 According to CNN, 
Sanders said “No one 
understands better than 
this president when 
the media jumps to 
conclusions and attacks 
you for something 
you may or may not 
have done.”
Since the beginning 
of President Donald 
Trump’s campaign and 
throughout his term, 
he has been accusing 
multiple news outlets 
of spreading “fake 
news” about him or any 
mishaps during his term. 
In a strongly worded 
tweet, he said “Nick 
Sandmann and the 
students of Covington 
have become symbols of 
Fake News and how evil 
it can be.” 
Trump continued, 
“Th ey have captivat-
ed the attention of the 
world, and I know they 
will use it for the good 
- maybe even to bring 
people together.”
It started off 
unpleasant, but can end 
in a dream!” 
What is fl awed in 
this tweet is that Trump 
claims the media 
backlash was because 
of “fake news,” but the 
video that went viral 
showed exactly what 
was reported in the 
news and there is no 
disproving that. 
Th e rhetoric that 
this administration 
has verbalized to the 
rest of the country can 
be summed up by this 
event; a group of Trump 
-supporting students 
gathered and verbally 
harassed a harmless 
man and because of 
the president’s support, 
this group of students 
became the victim, 
not Phillips. 
Along with voicing 
support for the group 
of students, the White 
House has extended 
an invitation for the 
students involved to 
come visit as soon as the 
government shutdown 
ends, Sarah Sanders told 
the press. 
However, a date has 
not been set since the 
government reopened. 
Historically, the White 
House has invited No-
bel Prize winners, hu-
manitarians, champion-
ship-winning athletes 
and world leaders to its 
famous halls.
However, even the pre-
tense of visitng the White 
House has shift ed since 
the start of the Trump 
Administration. 
Since 2017, champion 
athletes representing 
teams such as the New 
England Patriots, the 
Golden State Warriors 
and the Seattle Storm 
have all declined 
invitations to visit 
Trump’s White House in 
protest of his policies. 
So long as Trump is 
in offi  ce, we can soundly 
expect more boycotts 
like these.
Th e extent of who 
the White House 
invites is defi nitely 
beyond a group that 
stands for racial divide 
and discrimination 
toward indigenous and 
minority people. 
Involving themselves 
with internet discourse 
and argument is below 
what the White House 
stands for. 
It seems that if 
someone supports 
President Trump, he will 
support their actions 
right back, no matter 
how inappropriate or 
off ensive it may be. 
When I was young, 
I looked to the White 
House as a grand, shining 
symbol that made me 
proud to live in this 
free country.
Now, I look to the 
White House and see a 
symbol of the decaying 
class and respect that the 
administration has for 
itself and the nation.  
Since both the 
president and the 
Covington Catholic 
boy have undergone 
media backlash, it 
is not surprising 
that Trump’s press 
secretary has voiced the 
administration’s support. 
However, racism is 
something that should 
never be condoned 
or bolstered in the 
manner that the Trump 
administration is doing 
with this invitation.
Follow Alyson on Twitter
@alysoncy
I look to the White House and 
see a symbol of the decaying class 
and respect this administration 
has for itself and the nation.
White House press secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders has extended an ivitation 
to the Covington Catholic students to visit the famous residence.
SOURCE: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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ACROSS
1. Cut away
5. Endure
10. It was (contraction)
14. Brute
15. Indicates
16. Protagonist
17. Jungle
19. Coarse fi le
20. Anagram of “Bid”
21. Hawaiian veranda
22. Relieves
23. Trap
25. A steel wire rope
27. Rescue
28. Moved down the computer 
screen
31. Grill
34. Spot
35. Frozen water
36. Jazz phrase
37. Rise
38. Ancient Peruvian
39. F
40. Expect
41. “____ wilco”
42. Towards the sunset
44. Ancient unit of measure
45. Furtive looks
46. Adult male chicken
50. Rowed
52. Spook
54. Furrow maker
55. Trickle
56. Deprive
58. Eat
59. Not lower
60. Leave out
61. Wise one
62. S S S S
63. Family lines
DOWN
1. Mob
2. Another time
3. Baby beds
4. Cognizance
5. On the train
6. Carried
7. Bright thought
8. Drying agent
9. Eastern Standard Time
10. Someone held in bondage
11. Equivocating
12. Backside
13. Absorbs
18. Th rash
22. Black, in poetry
24. Childlike
26. Very dry
28. Sedate
29. Behold, in old Rome
30. Beloved
31. Beer
32. Abundant
33. Progeny
34. Interstellar spacecraft  (plural)
37. Exchange
38. Charged particles
40. Blown away
41. Violent disturbances
43. A Native American tent
44. Awards
46. Indian monetary unit
47. Motif
48. A red fl uorescent dye
49. Relaxes
50. Probabilities
51. Diva’s solo
53. Vipers
56. Fitting
57. Soak
CLASSIFIEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE
SUDOKU PUZZLE
SOLUTIONS
Complete the grid so that every row, 
column and 3x3 box contains every digit 
from 1 to 9 inclusively.
  JOKIN’
AROUND
Why was 
King Arthur’s 
army too tired 
to fi ght?
It had too 
many sleepless 
knights.
01/30/2019
Place your 
Classifi ed 
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Classifi ed 
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FIDLAR takes a risk on “Almost Free”
By Mauricio La Plante 
STAFF WRITER
Frontman Zac Carper (left) has taken a more personal and refl ective approach to this album than his past work.
PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
Follow Mauricio on Twitter
@mslaplantenews
It’s a drag to be sober. 
At least that’s what Los 
Angeles punk band 
FIDLAR’s latest album, 
“Almost Free,” suggests 
with lyrics questioning 
sobriety and stability.
Aft er what seemed like a 
return to their rambunctious 
underground roots, with the 
release of the 2018 single 
“Alcohol,” FIDLAR (Fuck It 
Dog Life’s A Risk) diverges 
from its original style, in 
the group’s new album
“Almost Free.” 
From the start of the 
album, the lyrics speak 
about the tremendous 
effort it takes to cut down 
on unhealthy substances.
“I’m gluten-free, it’s 
killing me,” sings guitarist 
Elvis Kuehn on “Can’t 
You See.” 
The song is about a 
dude blasted on cocaine 
trying to show people 
at a party his music on 
his iPhone, according 
to Genius.com.
But being gluten-
free and encountering 
douchebag cokeheads 
aren’t the only subjects 
of the band’s third album. 
The songs on the album 
alternate from raw guitar 
riffs to upbeat reggae 
beats. 
The band spits rhymes 
about everything, from 
friends bailing out on 
them on “Flake,” to 
frontman Zac Carper’s 
desperation for a beer 
after a 12-step sobriety 
meeting on “Alcohol,” 
according to a lyrical 
analysis on Genius.com.
The album includes 
several references to 
Carper’s struggle with 
addiction to heroin, meth 
and alcohol.
“Why does getting 
sober make you feel like 
a loner?/And why does 
getting sober make you 
feel like a loner?!” screams 
Carper on “By Myself.”
But the band’s latest 
work may not sound as 
punk to some listeners as 
its prior releases. 
Although “Alcohol” 
will probably stir mosh 
pits for years, music 
on other songs feature 
samples from classic rock 
acts like Gary Glitter and 
even some subtle record 
scratching reminiscent of 
rap group Cypress Hill.
Alongside the curveball 
musical throwbacks, the 
band throws in some of 
its own takes on today’s 
political discourse. 
On “Too Real,” Carper 
disses what he sees 
as extreme political 
correctness on the internet, 
according to Genius.com, 
singing “There’s a bunch of 
white people calling white 
people white/Yo I don’t 
think you can say that, that 
ain’t right.”
The songs often sound 
more like frustrated 
shouts in the wind than a 
new generation’s anthem. 
The odd personal 
stories of douchebags 
trying to make a name 
for themselves and going 
on a bender waking up in 
“some random’s home” is 
not surprising considering 
FIDLAR’s roots. 
The band went from the 
Los Angeles underground 
scene to having a spot 
on Coachella’s lineup, 
according to a GQ article 
from 2017. As Carper said 
in the article: “There are 
two ways to kill a band: 
success and heroin.”
At that point, Carper 
had experienced both, GQ 
wrote.
Yet despite FIDLAR’s 
increased popularity, 
“Almost Free” comes at 
a time when anything 
but rock is at the top
 of the charts. 
Ariana Grande, Halsey, 
Post Malone and Travis 
Scott are among some of 
the artists in the top 10 of 
the Billboard 100.
Sure, Panic! at the Disco, 
is at Number 6, and may 
have had an outlandish 
sound 14 years ago, but 
the band’s sole original 
member has verged 
onto more pop-based 
projects that are a far 
stretch from “A Fever You 
Can’t Sweat Out,” their 
famous debut album.
FIDLAR might not 
be as underground or as 
manic as they were at their 
inception, but despite 
the shift in their music 
and increased popularity, 
its members have left 
some room for their wild 
side to survive.
“Almost Free”
Rating: 

Artist: 
FIDLAR 
Date: 
01/25/2019
Genre: 
Skate Punk
album
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Fyre Festival fraud contines to unfold
By Alyson Chuyang
 STAFF WRITER
The Fyre Festival, 
also known as the 
“greatest party that never 
happened,” according to 
the Netflix documentary 
of the same name, has 
been gaining controversy 
recently despite its failure 
back in spring 2017. 
Hulu and Netflix 
released documentaries 
this winter that followed 
the music festival’s 
journey from promotion 
to production. 
It follows businessman 
Billy McFarland and 
rapper Ja Rule organizing 
and failing to create a 
festival that ended up 
costing festival-goers and 
island natives millions. 
Over 400 attendees 
who had paid between 
$4,000 and $12,000 to 
indulge in what was 
called a “luxurious music 
festival,” were promised a 
chance to party with some 
of their favorite artists 
and models. 
However, the festival 
was far from “luxurious.” 
Attendees were greeted 
with an unfinished festival 
site, leftover Hurricane 
Katrina tents that were 
called “luxury villas” and 
barely any food or water. 
On Monday, a 
bankruptcy court judge 
approved subpoena 
requests to social media 
influencers, artists and 
models who inaccurately 
promoted the festival and 
failed to disclose that they 
were paid to do so.
Kendall Jenner, Emily 
Ratajkowski and Bella 
Hadid were among the 
array of models who 
were featured in the 
promotional video for 
the Fyre Festival, and 
their cameos became a 
driving force in the strong 
advertisement for the ill-
fated event.
According to Billboard, 
McFarland paid the 
infl uencers and artists a 
total of $5.3 million in 
advance of the promotional 
shoot and festival. 
Also, these influencers 
did not disclose that their 
social media posts were in 
fact, ads.  
Gregory Messer, the 
trustee who is currently 
overseeing the bankruptcy 
of Fyre Media found 
that IMG Models was 
paid $1.3 million alone 
to promote the festival.
IMG Models is one of 
the agencies that managed 
the models featured in the 
video such as Bella Hadid 
and Elsa Hosk.
Messer has also issued 
subpoenas to 16 other 
companies involved in the 
promotion of the event. 
All of the companies 
who received subpoenas 
were paid before the festival 
by Mcfarland, amounting 
to $11.3 million spent 
in promotion alone.
As scenes of gorgeous 
women on jet skis, 
panoramic views of a 
private island and famous 
faces dancing on boat 
cruises went viral on the 
internet, the Fyre Festival 
began gaining exposure 
and excitement for the 
planned spring 2017 date. 
However, what was 
advertised on social 
media fell short of what 
was actually delivered.
Instead of being on 
Pablo Escobar’s once 
owned small Bahamian 
island, called Norman’s 
Cay, the festival was 
on Exuma Island 
in the Bahamas.
 Additionally, instead 
of fi ve-star catering, cold 
sandwiches in styrofoam 
containers were provided. 
Models and social 
media influencers began 
to post about the island 
party on their social 
media accounts, all using 
the hashtag “#fyrefestival” 
under their pictures of a 
single orange box. 
This curated enough 
buzz and fear of missing 
out on the festival, 
and 95 percent of the 
festival’s tickets were sold 
within 48 hours. 
One of the directors for 
the marketing and 
advertising of the 
festival, Brett Kincaid, 
explained his take on 
the whole scheme in the 
Netfl ix documentary. 
“I’ve said this multiple times, the real 
Fyre festival happened twice and it was 
the shoots, it just happened to happen 
for 60 people versus 6,000.”
Brett Kincaid
Director of Marketing and 
Advertising for Fyre Festival
“I’ve said this multiple 
times, the real Fyre 
festival happened twice 
and it was the shoots,” 
Kincaid said. “It just 
happened to happen for 60 
people versus 6,000.” 
Although Messer 
discovered that the 
agencies handling the 
models in the promo 
Follow Alyson on Twitter
@alysoncy
videos and the artists 
featured on the lineup 
were paid, he is continuing 
to seek answers as to 
where the rest of the 
$11.3 million that 
McFarland spent in total 
went.
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FEEL SO CLOSE
Calvin Harris
selected by 
Nick Zamora 
TIE ME DOWN
New Boyz ft Ray J
selected by
Jana Kadah
LEAN LIKE A CHOLO
Down AKA Kilo
selected by
Kayla Flores
YONKERS
Tyler the Creator
selected by
Vicente Vera
XIE GEI WO DE JIA 
(?????)
Vision Wei
selected by
Huan Xun Chan
SUPERBASS
Nicki Minaj
selected by
Eduardo Teixeira
UMBRELLA
Rihanna ft. Jay-Z
selected by 
Hugo Vera
E.T
Katy Perry ft. Kanye West
selected by
Lindsey Boyd
BLAH BLAH BLAH
Kesha ft 3OH!3
 selected by
Joanna Martin
PAYPHONE
Maroon 5 ft. Wiz Khalifa
selected by
Kelsey Valle
PARANOID
Jonas Brothers
selected by
Myla La Bine
AUTOMATIC
Tokio Hotel
selected by
Winona Rajamohan
7 THINGS
Miley Cyrus
selected by
Jessica Ballardo
REPLAY
Iyaz
selected by
Melody Del Rio
HUMPTY DANCE
Digital Underground
selected by 
Mike Corpos
Spartan Daily editors’ 
music from middle school
Listen to this 
playlist on Spotify: 
wrote in an email, “Th e 
university does not comment 
on ongoing personnel 
matters.” It is unclear why 
the matter is still “ongoing,” 
as Turner returned to work 
on Monday.
A strength coach at the 
Koret Athletic Training 
Center on South Campus, 
where soft ball players 
train and lift  weights, said 
the soft ball practice was 
scheduled for Wednesday 
from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. Th ere 
was also a schedule posted 
on the door confi rming this.
But, the coach said soft ball 
practice was canceled and did 
not know why.
At 3:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
only three female athletes 
were seen training at the 
facility. McElhatton declined 
to comment on why the 
practice was cancelled.
Lawrence Fan, the athletics 
media relations director, 
compared the suspension 
to any other workplace and 
said suspensions are rare 
and unusual. Although the 
last coach at SJSU to be 
suspended was former head 
baseball coach Jason Hawkins 
in December 2017.
A NCAA Division 
I investigation found 
Hawkins had exceeded the 
NCAA’s countable activity 
rules (CARA), and then 
submitted false reports 
to the compliance offi  ce. 
Student athletes have a 
maximum number of hours 
they can train, and Hawkins 
had his players exceed 
those limits.
Th e students initially 
complained to SJSU’s deputy 
Title IX coordinator, who 
relayed it to SJSU’s athletics 
compliance offi  cer. Despite 
SJSU self-reporting the 
violations to the NCAA, it 
was SJSU’s second CARA 
violation in two years.
SJSU had converted its 
compliance system to an 
electronic one to improve 
record keeping. However, 
the NCAA investigators 
found that SJSU should 
have implemented the new 
system earlier, and even 
once implemented, it did 
not catch this new violation 
by Hawkins.
Title IX investigations 
can also be reported to the 
United States Department 
of Education and the 
NCAA, however no new 
case from SJSU is listed on 
either website.
SJSU has a history of 
improperly following up 
on sexual harassment 
allegations. In the fall of 2017, 
the Spartan Daily reported on 
how the university bungled a 
2015 investigation.
Education professor Jason 
Laker assisted a student in 
fi ling a Title IX complaint 
against Professor Lewis 
Aptekar in 2015. But the 
university’s investigation 
ignored complaints 
submitted the previous year, 
according to a September 
2017 Spartan Daily article.
Laker felt that the 
complaints were not being 
taken seriously,  took his 
case to the Santa Clara 
County District Attorney 
and then the Mercury 
News. Santa Clara Deputy 
District Attorney John 
Chase ended his offi  ce’s 
investigation because of a lack 
of proof, according to the 
Mercury News.
Chase wrote in an email 
that the investigation was 
hampered by a California 
State University lawyer 
who objected to recording 
witness interviews.
Laker later brought a 
SPORTS                           sjsunews.com/spartan_daily                THURSDAY, JAN. 31, 2019 7
By Sara Biela, Ernie Gonzalez, Taylor Lupetti, 
Marissa Scott, Austin Turner
SPEAR EDITORS AND STAFF
After The Spear broke the news of the Title IX investigation of softball assistant coach Chase Turner at 1:30 p.m. Wednesday, the Spartan Daily 
contacted the San Jose State Athletics Department. We believe in fair reporting, however, it is difficult to get both sides of the story when only one 
side is willing to speak. The Spartan Daily staff tried repeatedly to contact multiple people from San Jose State athletics, media relations and human 
resources without comment. Here is the softball team’s perspective of the investigation, according to the Spear.     – Lindsey Boyd, Sports Editor
 EDITOR’S NOTE
SJSU softball players tell The Spear an anonymous letter was sent to SJSU Athletics addressing concerns
COACH
Continued from page 1
INFOGRAPHIC BY MARISSA SCOTT | THE SPEAR
KAVIN MISTRY | THE SPEAR (FILE PHOTO)
SJSU assistant softball coach Chase Turner gets ready for a high fi ve last season.
Follow The Spear on 
Twitter
@TheSpearSJSU
Follow Kunal on Twitter
@legoktm
Aft er a nearly nine-
month investigation into 
an alleged Title IX viola-
tion, San Jose State assis-
tant soft ball coach Chase 
Turner has been cleared 
to return from suspension 
eight days before the team’s 
preseason start.
An anonymous letter 
written by a few members 
of the team was sent to 
SJSU Athletics in March. 
The letter included a 
laundry list of accusations 
and complaints.
Th e accusations includ-
ed but were not limited to: 
1. Players drinking at team 
events
2. Claims that head coach 
Peter Turner, Chase’s father, 
discriminated against cer-
tain players 
3. Sexual misconduct to 
soft ball players by Chase 
Turner
Aft er the athletic de-
partment received the let-
ter, Chase, who worked for 
the Spartans since 2010, 
was suspended on June 4. 
He waited 238 days before 
the Title IX Department 
cleared him of all accusa-
tions on Monday, accord-
ing to his attorney. Title IX 
investigators declined to 
comment. 
 Th e nearly nine-month 
hiatus was a blow to some 
of the soft ball players who 
felt the team was suff ering 
without his guidance.
“We’ve gone this whole 
fall with basically no coach-
ing,” said senior outfi elder 
Kristen Heffl  ey. “It’s been 
pretty frustrating, especial-
ly as a senior.”
According to Peter’s 
attorney, Tracy Warren, 
Chase was accused of vio-
lating Executive Order 1097 
of Title IX. 
Th e order prohibits, “dis-
crimination, harassment 
and retaliation, sexual mis-
conduct, dating and domes-
tic violence and stalking 
against students,” according 
to the Title IX website.
For the soft ball players 
who were interviewed by the 
Title IX investigators, the ex-
perience was stressful.
“We wanted and have 
always wanted an unbiased 
and fair process,” Warren 
said. “Th e players were 
concerned, and even ex-
pressed to me that they felt 
like they were being steered 
in a direction and were not 
being heard.” 
Th e players went through 
a drawn out interview pro-
cess as part of the investiga-
tion that called for repeated 
questioning over a span of 
two months.
Th ey described the in-
terviews primarily as “yes 
or no” questions of events 
that they say took place  – 
but were heavily “taken out 
of context.” 
For example, when ju-
nior infi elder Cassidy Clark 
was called in, she was asked 
premeditated questions 
about a playful moment 
with Chase that involved 
practicing a self-defense 
technique that she learned 
in a class.
“One day at practice, I 
asked Chase if I could prac-
tice a self-defense move 
on him. So, he gets me in 
a chokehold and I try to 
get out of it, and it doesn’t 
work,” Clark said. “But, in 
my interview, they said, ‘I 
heard Chase asked you to 
wrestle during practice.’ I 
explained my side of it and I 
also added that if I thought 
Chase was a pervert or sex-
ually harassed any of us, I 
would never ask him to get 
anywhere near me.” 
Clark was not the only 
player to claim the inter-
view questions were lead-
ing. Heffl  ey was asked about 
Chase, “being aroused and 
touching himself ” during 
practice. Th e question-
ing did not allow  players 
to specify as much as they 
would have wanted.
“To me, touching him-
self means that he is playing 
with his ‘thing,’ ” Heffl  ey 
said. “I have a nephew and 
a father who ‘adjust’ them-
selves and that is the term 
that we use.” 
Th e players say this ac-
tion was merely an equip-
ment (or a clothing) adjust-
ment that is common for 
nearly every male player or 
coach on a diamond.
Before the letter was sent 
in, the playful environment 
surrounding the team be-
tween players and coach-
es was part of the team’s 
chemistry. Once claims of 
Chase swearing at his play-
ers and making inappro-
priate jokes were made out 
of context, the dynamics 
drastically changed. 
“Now, you can feel the an-
imosity when we’re togeth-
er,” said student assistant 
coach Desiree Severance.
Th e allegations of dis-
crimination were de-
scribed as Peter “favoring” 
his Caucasian players by 
building his starting lineup 
around them. 
“Th e majority of the peo-
ple who were mentioned in 
the letter were accused of 
breaking team rules, hid-
ing alcohol in the bushes at 
team fundraisers or taking 
alcohol on trips,” said ju-
nior infi elder Georgia Blair. 
“Th ere was also a favorit-
ism thing that claimed he 
liked us more. Th at’s why 
we played and that’s why 
we started, but if you look 
at the stats, we were the best 
players.”
Statistics from the 2018 
season showed that there 
were minority players who 
started in at least 33 of the 
team’s 48 games. 
According to Warren, the 
Turners allowed the investi-
gation to run its course in-
stead of fi ghting back.
“Pete is a huge advocate 
of doing what is right and 
we wanted to be respectful 
of the process itself,” War-
ren said. “We were able to 
speak with a number of the 
athletes who had indicated 
to us that the letter was a 
farce and that the accusers 
fabricated complaints.” 
“Chase is a big support-
er of women’s equality,” she 
continued. 
Although Chase has been 
discharged of the claims, 
members of both parties 
have until Feb. 11 to ap-
peal the decision, according 
to Warren. 
Th e Spear reached out 
to SJSU’s Athletic Direc-
tor Marie Tuite for com-
ment, but she was not 
made available.
*A dozen members of 
the San Jose State soft ball 
program volunteered inter-
views for this article. 
Softball coach cleared of misconduct allegations
lawsuit against SJSU for 
retaliation and defamation, 
according to an earlier 
Spartan Daily story. Judge 
Th eodore Zayner ruled 
in favor of Laker in 2017, 
though SJSU has appealed 
with a court date set for 
May 2019 according to the 
Santa Clara County Superior 
Court website.
Th e Spartan Daily 
submitted a public records 
request for any disciplinary 
reports, including acts of 
misbehavior or warnings to 
any university staff  members, 
including athletic coaches 
from Jan. 1, 2018 to Nov. 
6, 2018. Th is was the same 
time period when part of 
the soft ball investigation 
took place.
Th e SJSU interim associate 
director of fi nance, Shauna 
Rios, responded to the public 
record request saying that, 
”Th ere are no responsive 
records to your request.” 
She also stated in an email 
that any documents alleging 
wrongdoing by employees, 
that were not substantial or 
substantiated, would not have 
been disclosed.
Other athletes were 
unaware of Chase 
Turner’s suspension. 
“If my coach got 
suspended, we’d have his 
back and work through it as 
a team,” said Kyle Harmon, 
a redshirt freshman on the 
football team. “Hopefully the 
leaders would step up.”
His teammate, junior 
Christian Webb, added, “I 
would want to make sure 
the right thing is done and 
protocol is followed – and 
the best thing for the players, 
team and program is done.”
Harmon also wished the 
soft ball team well. 
Th e soft ball team’s fi rst 
game is one week away 
on Feb. 7, at Southeastern 
Louisiana University. Fan said 
the soft ball season was going 
to proceed as planned.
If my coach got 
suspended, we’d 
have his back, and 
work through it as 
a team.
Kyle Harmon
Redshirt Football Freshman 
The AFC champion New 
England Patriots will take 
on NFC champion the Los 
Angeles Rams in Atlanta, 
Georgia for the 2019 Super 
Bowl this Sunday. 
This will be a rematch of 
the 2002 Super Bowl, which 
occurred 17 years ago, to 
the day. 
Since claiming their 
first championship in 2002 
against the then St. Louis 
Rams, the Patriots have 
built a dynasty by appear-
ing in seven Super Bowls 
and winning four of them. 
Both the Patriots and 
the Rams have players who 
are natives of the Bay Area. 
41-year-old Patriots quarter-
back Tom Brady was born 
in San Mateo and attended 
Junípero Serra high school. 
24-year-old Jared Goff of 
the Rams was born in Novato 
and attended Marin Catholic 
high school. He also played 
three years at the University 
of California, Berkeley. 
Rams cornerback Marcus 
Peters is an Oakland native 
and is close friends with 
Marshawn Lynch of the 
Oakland Raiders. Lynch is 
also an Oakland native. 
I predict the Patriots will 
defeat the Rams in the 2019 
Super Bowl by a score of 
33-30. 
According to Bovada 
Sportsbook, the Patriots 
open as 3-point favorites 
and look to avenge last year’s 
41-33 Super Bowl loss to the 
Philadelphia Eagles. 
Led by head coach Bill 
Belichick, New England 
started off the regular season 
by losing two of their first 
three games. 
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Lucas Graduate School of Business 
Graduate Programs  
Open House
TO RESERVE SPACE FOR THIS EVENT VISIT   
sjsu.edu/lucasgsb/events
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2019 
9:30 A.M. – 12 P.M.
SJSU STUDENT UNION BALLROOM
Joins us for a chance to win one of four Amazon $25 gift cards.  
Information on ﬁnancial aid and career support services  
will also be available.  
GRADUATE DEGREES 
MBA 
• Early Career MBA – tailored for 
students who have fewer than 
ﬁve years of work experience
• MBA for Professionals – tailored 
for working professionals who 
have ﬁve plus years of relevant 
experience 
MS in Accountancy 
MS in Taxation 
MS in Transportation Management
CERTIFICATES
Accounting
• Accounting Fundamentals
• Advanced Accounting
Advanced Global Leadership
Business Analytics
Taxation
• Advanced Taxation
• High Technology Taxation
• International Taxation
Transportation Management
• High-Speed Rail Management
• Transportation Management
• Transportation Security
SJSU baseball meets Bay Area competitors
Bets set for Super Bowl LII
After their slow 1-3 start, 
the Patriots went on a six-
game winning streak and 
finished the regular season 
with an 11-5 record. They 
placed first in the AFC East 
and earned a first round bye 
in the playoffs. 
New England handled the 
Los Angeles Chargers in the 
divisional round, and thanks 
to penalties by the Kansas 
City Chiefs, came back to 
defeat the Chiefs in the AFC 
championship round. 
After losing to the Atlanta 
Falcons in the 2017 NFC 
wild-card game, the Los 
Angeles Rams spent the 2018 
offseason acquiring talented 
players such as cornerback 
Marcus Peters, cornerback 
Aqib Talib, defensive tackle 
Ndamukong Suh and wide 
receiver Brandin Cooks. 
The Rams’ high-powered 
offense and star-studded 
defense began the 2018 sea-
son with eight straight wins. 
Los Angeles ended the 
regular season with a 13-3 
record and won first place 
in the NFC West. They also 
earned a first round bye in 
the playoffs. After defeating 
the Dallas Cowboys in the 
divisional round 30-22, the 
Rams faced the New Orleans 
Saints in the NFC champion-
ship game. 
The entire game was one 
for the books. Fans and view-
ers have discussed the con-
troversial no-call that would 
have increased the Saints’ 
chance of winning signifi-
cantly. With 1:49 left in the 
fourth quarter, Saints quar-
terback Drew Brees threw a 
pass intended to wide receiv-
er Tommylee Lewis down the 
right sideline.
As the ball was thrown 
towards Lewis, Rams cor-
nerback Nickell Robey-
Coleman hit Lewis, knocking 
him to the ground and caus-
ing an incomplete pass. 
The play should have been 
flagged for defensive pass 
interference. After this con-
troversial no-call, the Rams 
and Saints went into over-
time. The Rams ended the 
game with a 48-yard field goal 
to clinch their spot in the 2019 
Super Bowl. 
The three main players to 
watch will be Patriots quarter-
back Tom Brady, Rams run-
ning back Todd Gurley II and 
Patriots running back Sony 
Michel. 
Brady will be appearing 
in his ninth Super Bowl. He 
has both shown and told the 
world he does not plan on 
stopping anytime soon. 
In his nine Super Bowls, 
Brady has completed 65 per-
cent of his passes, thrown for 
2,576 yards and completed 18 
touchdown passes. Look for 
Brady to put on a show like he 
always has on football’s big-
gest stage.
Todd Gurley II and Sony 
Michel led their teams in 
rushing yards during the reg-
ular season. Although Gurley 
dominated the Cowboys 
in the divisional round by 
rushing for 115 yards and a 
touchdown, he seemed absent 
against the Saints in the con-
ference championship game 
after rushing only four times 
for 10 yards. 
On the contrary, Michel 
has looked like a dominant 
force after rushing for a com-
bined 242 yards and 5 touch-
downs in the divisional and 
conference championship 
games. Gurley and Michel 
are both capable of putting 
up tremendous numbers. 
By Caleb Ramos 
STAFF WRITER
Follow Cora and Jaileane 
on Twitter
@coraawilson 
@jaileanea
 JAILEANE AGUILAR | SPARTAN DAILY
San Jose State senior baseball players Andrew Mitchel and Aaron Pleschner attend Bay Area Media Day at Stan-
ford University to talk about the upcoming 2019 season in front of three other Bay Area baseball teams. 
By Cora Wilson  and 
Jaileane Aguilar
STAFF WRITERS
STANFORD— Members 
of the San Jose State base-
ball team rubbed shoulders 
with four other Bay Area 
Division I baseball teams 
at Bay Area Baseball Media 
Day at Stanford University 
on Wednesday.    
The team reflected on 
past achievements and 
discussed its game plan 
moving forward into the 
spring season, along with 
its competitors: Stanford, 
Santa Clara University 
(SCU) and University of 
California, Berkeley. 
“We were playing our 
best baseball at the end of 
the year last year, which 
was really fun to watch 
these guys come togeth-
er,” said head coach 
Brad Sanfilippo. 
Sanfilippo was promot-
ed to head coach on June 
12, 2018 after serving one 
season as the interim head 
coach. 
Under his lead in 2018, 
the team had its most 
wins in a single season 
since 2011, and its most 
conference wins in almost 
a decade with 16. 
“We pitched unbeliev-
ably well and we defend-
ed really well. We led the 
Mountain West in defense 
– top ten fielding per-
centage in the country at 
0.978  – so I think that 
was the key to our success 
last year,” said Sanfilippo. 
Going into the 2019 
season, the team had 
many pitchers as well as 
defenseman who lead the 
team. Mountain West 
Co-Pitcher of the Year, 
Andrew Mitchel, is one of 
these players. 
Mitchel is the first 
Spartan in the last 14 
years to eclipse 100 
strikeouts in a single sea-
son. He started last year 
as a Saturday starter, but 
this year Mitchel will be 
the Friday starter.
“That’s something that 
I’ve always wanted last 
year,” Mitchel said. “It’s 
an honor to throw on a 
Friday and to be able to 
go against some of the 
best pitchers in the con-
ference and some of the 
best pitchers across the 
diamond is a good feeling 
and I’m looking forward 
to it.” 
Hoping to get the 
momentum going in 
defense is three-year 
starting shortstop Aaron 
Pleschner. 
In 2018, Pleschner 
scored a career-high 33 
runs, recorded 13 multi-
hit games and was one 
of five Spartans to have 
a four-hit game. Looking 
into 2019, he hopes to 
bring more to the table. 
“Obviously I didn’t have 
the offensive numbers I 
would have liked last year, 
especially out of confer-
ence as well as in confer-
ence.” Pleschner said. 
“Playing shortstop, I 
want to be able to run 
to defense and help guys 
out and hopefully turn 
the momentum over when 
we get the opportunity 
on defense,” he added. 
The team is hoping to 
shave down the amount of 
times it lost by a run. The 
team recorded nine games 
lost by a single run in the 
2018 season.
“We’ve had a lot of close 
games and they can go 
either way, but I think a 
lot of the things we rely 
on are just remaining our-
selves and knowing that 
if we play our brand of 
baseball, then we have a 
good chance of winning 
games,” said Pleschner. 
On Friday, Feb. 15, 
the Spartans will open 
their season at Municipal 
Stadium with a three 
game set against SCU. 
“We’ve started a tradi-
tion with San Jose State. 
We are going to start our 
season each year with 
them and [Sanfilippo] 
was willing to make that 
happen,” said SCU head 
coach Rusty Filter. 
The Broncos beat SJSU 
last time the two teams 
met in February. 
Follow Caleb on Twitter
@a1caleb
Analysis
